Introduction
The fig leaf roller, Phycodes radiata had been reported as a minor and sporadic pest of Ficus species, family: Moraceae (recorded from Ficus glomerata, F. religiosa, F. carica, F. bengalensis, F. indica and F. tisela) from Myanmar, Sri Lanka and parts of India (Fletcher 1917 , 1919 , Beeson 1941 , Wadhi & Batra 1964 , Nair et al. 1976 . Bajwa & Gul (2000) reported P. radiata on Paulownia sp. (Scrophulariaceae) from Peshawar, Pakistan. All the preserved specimens in National Pusa Collection (NPC) at Division of Entomology, Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi (India) were studied and we found that P. radiata was also reported on Mimusops elengi L. (Sapotaceae). The larvae of P. radiata were observed on the leaves of ornamental fig,  F . benjamina var. nuda for the first time in 2008, and 2009 in different parts of New Delhi on ornamental hedge plant causing extensive damage. Realizing its significance, extensive studies on its morphology and nature of damage were undertaken and the results are presented herein.
Materials and methods
Field collected eggs were reared under laboratory conditions. Samples of all life stages were kept for morphological studies. Voucher specimens have been deposited at the National Pusa Collection, Division of Entomology, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi, India. Measurements of eggs, larvae, pupae, and chaetotaxy of fifth instar larvae were recorded using a Nikon SMZ10 stereo zoom microscope. Larval instars were collected and relaxed in warm water and preserved in 70% alcohol. The larvae were boiled in 10% KOH for 1hr at 90°C, and afterwards cleared of debris and processed and slide mounted in glycerol (Hinton 1946 , Peterson 1962 . For study of the genitalia, abdomens were detached and boiled in 10% KOH for 20 min at 90°C in Dry Block Heizgerät -28000 then transferred to glacial acetic acid for 5 minutes for clearing off debris, and processed thereafter using standard procedures according to Holloway & Bradley (1987) 
